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Trust — The Foundation of the Crypto Industry

The cryptocurrency market is evolving at an extraordinary pace, drawing in millions of users worldwide. However,
as adoption increases, so does investor skepticism. Given the market’s high volatility and frequent instances of
fraud, trust has become the most vital factor influencing the success of crypto projects.

According to research by ICO Score:

« 97% of investors check ratings and feedback before committing to a project.
« 40% of users avoid projects that have negative reviews.
- Strong trust and transparency can significantly boost a project's market capitalization.
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Unlike traditional businesses, crypto startups face a greater level of scrutiny. Investors are drawn to projects that
provide verifiable proof of their reliability, such as independent ratings and community reviews. In 2025, this has
become even more important due to changing regulations, advancements in blockchain technology, and the
growing involvement of institutional investors.

How Crypto Trust is Built in 2025
Regulation and Institutional Confidence

The years 2023 and 2024 brought major regulatory shifts to the crypto industry. Many governments finalized
legal frameworks, enforcing AML (Anti-Money Laundering) and KYC (Know Your Customer) protocols. As a
result:

« Large investment funds began including crypto assets in their portfolios.
« Increased transparency was achieved through mandatory compliance with KYC/AML measures.
« New investor protection mechanisms were introduced, reducing fraud risks.

According to ICO Score projections, by the end of 2025, the Global Crypto Trust Index will rise to 68 points, up
from 54 in 2024, indicating a substantial boost in market confidence.

Technology as a Trust Factor

Technological transparency plays a crucial role in investor confidence. In blockchain systems, trust is established
across three levels:

1. Social Trust — Defined by community consensus on governance rules.
2. Technical Trust — Ensured by open-source code, cryptographic security, and third-party security audits.
3. Economic Trust — Built through financial incentives such as staking and governance participation.

ICO Score data shows that 97% of the top-performing crypto projects utilize open-source code, and 83%
undergo regular security audits. Projects that fail to meet these standards often struggle to gain investor
confidence.

Regional Trends in Crypto Trust

According to Chainalysis, cryptocurrency adoption varies widely across different regions. The most active
markets fall into three categories:

1. Emerging Markets — Utilize crypto to hedge against inflation, with P2P transactions accounting for 40% of
total trading volume.

2. Tech Hubs — Incorporate DeFi solutions into traditional finance, with staking activities increasing by 65% in
2024.

3. Crypto-Friendly Jurisdictions — Attract businesses through tax incentives and relaxed regulations.

Leading countries in crypto adoption include Vietnam, the Philippines, Ukraine, Nigeria, and the United States.
ICO Score actively monitors these global trends to help projects align with regional investor expectations.

Do Investors Trust Crypto Rating Agencies?

Trust in crypto rating platforms is determined by several key factors. ICO Score research highlights the most
important aspects:

- Transparent rating criteria — Investors trust agencies that follow clear and well-defined evaluation
methodologies.

- Independence — A rating agency’s credibility is directly linked to its impartiality.

- Reliable and objective data— Investors prefer platforms that rely on verifiable sources and transparent
analytics.

In recent years, traditional financial rating agencies have entered the crypto space. For example, in 2023,
Moody’slaunched a stablecoin rating system, marking a shift toward conventional financial assessment
standards in crypto.

However, not all agencies are perceived as equally reliable. Investors place greater trust in platforms that
provide transparent, data-driven evaluations, with ICO Score being at the forefront of credibility in crypto ratings.

Challenges That Impact Trust in Crypto
Despite the increasing confidence in crypto assets, several concerns persist:

« 32% of users worry about transaction privacy.
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e 45% of investors avoid ICOs due to fraud risks.
« Only 18% of small businesses accept cryptocurrency due to technological complexity.

These concerns underscore the growing importance of transparency and credibility within the crypto industry.
ICO Score: The Essential Trust-Building Tool for Crypto Projects

ICO Score is a ratings and review platform designed to help crypto projects build investor trust. By integrating
ICO Score’s review widget, projects can display real-time ratings, user feedback, and credibility scores directly
on their platforms.

How the ICO Score Widget Works

« Displays trust ratings based on user feedback.
« Provides real-time investor reviews.

« Highlights awards and project milestones.

« Monitors reputation trends over time.

« Filters and verifies reviews to ensure credibility.

By increasing transparency, ICO Score helps investors make informed decisions while enabling crypto projects
to strengthen their reputation.

ICO Score Pricing Plans

ICO Score offers three subscription tiers tailored to different project needs:
1. Bronze (Free Plan)

Designed for startups seeking initial visibility.

« Three widget styles.
- Listed in search rankings among free-tier projects.
« No third-party integrations or awards.

2. Silver (Best for Mid-Sized Projects)
Suited for projects that have gained credibility and want to enhance their reputation.

« Nine widget styles.

« Priority ranking in ICO Score listings.

« Profile highlighting for increased visibility.
- Award badges for verified projects.

« No third-party review imports.

3. Gold (For Leading Crypto Projects, Exchanges & DeFi Platforms)
Tailored for top-tier projects looking to maximize visibility.

- Fifteen fully customizable widget styles.

« Premium ranking in search results.

« Profile and category highlighting.

« Up to three award badges.

« 100 review slots per project.

« Integration with external review platforms (TrustPilot, Reddit, etc.).

How ICO Score Helps Crypto Projects Succeed

- Strengthens investor confidence.

« Increases conversion rates — highly-rated projects attract more capital.
- Ensures transparency — essential for long-term trust-building.

« Boosts SEO — user-generated reviews improve search rankings.

« Helps projects manage their reputation and engage with investors.

In 2025, transparency and credibility remain the most critical factors for crypto project success. ICO Score’s
rating system and review widget offer projects the tools to build a trustworthy reputation, increase investor
engagement, and solidify their standing in the industry.

If your project aims to enhance its reputation, showcase transparency, and attract serious investorsICO Score
is the ultimate solution to take it to the next level.
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