
Winter tips: Volkswagen’s how-to
guide for the cold season

Five additional tips on the right way to care for your car:

It’s not only the driver who needs to be prepared for the cold season,
the car does as well. A coolant spindle shows whether there is enough
antifreeze in the cooler. The reading should be at least 20 degrees
below zero because if there is less antifreeze the coolant could freeze,
which may cause considerable damage to the water pump and as a
result to the engine. The same applies to the screen wash: the
summer cleaning agent should be used up and replaced with a winter-
proof wash formula.

The car battery needs to be fit for winter as well since it is under
particularly heavy strain in low temperatures. Often, it isn’t charged
enough over short distances. A battery charger can remedy this,
which, particularly when the car is parked for longer periods – such as
during time off over winter, ensures that the battery is always
sufficiently charged. If battery problems are a frequent occurrence, it’s
worth investing in a new 12-volt battery.

Instinctively, many car drivers do not turn on the air-conditioning at all
in winter, or if they do, it is on very rare occasions, and they turn up
the heating. This results in the air in the car being too humid and
windows steaming up from the inside. Which is why you should use
the air-conditioning and its automatic programme. This ensures that it
is not only humid air that is circulating, but that drier outside air is fed
in. The temperature should be at around 22 degrees Celsius all year.
By the way: in modern cars, the air-conditioning is only switched on
when it’s needed – even if the “AC” air-conditioning light is always on.

Talking about lights: in cars with automatic driving light control, the
low beam is activated automatically, but many drivers tend to activate
the rear fog lights before they are needed in fog. The basic principle:
they should be activated in conditions where visibility is less than 50
metres. And when this is the case, you shouldn’t drive above 50 km/h
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and you should deactivate the automatic driving light control.

A relic from times gone by is the belief that you should reduce tyre
pressure in lower temperatures. But that was primarily true for cross-
ply tyres that aren’t that common these days. If the tyre pressure is
too low, this can have a negative impact on grip, and fuel
consumption. So, check whether the tyre pressure is in line with
recommendations. These values are on a sticker on the door frame of
the driver’s door.
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